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STAFF : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

A.  J.  MUIR.  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

M.  C.  imTHURN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.CP.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

L.  CHADWICK,  F.S.I.A.  (Resigned  July  1945). 

W.  A.  SHARP,  M.S.I.A..  R.S.I.,  Meat  Certificate. 
(Appointed  July  1945). 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

R.  F.  SHAPTER,  M.S.I.A.,  R.S.I.,  Meat  Certificate 
(Returned  from  H.M.  Forces,  November  1 945). 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

N.  F.  COLLIER,  M.S.I.A.,  R.S.I.,  Meat  Certificate. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  : 

Miss  F.  A.  GIBBS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Miss  F.  WILLES,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M..  H.V. 

Miss  M.  GREGORY,  S.R.N..  S.C.M.,  H.V.  (left  April  1945) 
Miss  A.  MATTHEWS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Miss  M.  O’CALLAGHAN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M..  H.V. 

Miss  M.  PADFIELD,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  commenced 
August,  1 945. 

Dental  Surgeon  for  Maternity  on  d Child  Welfare : 

Miss  H.  M.  SHERRY,  L.D.S. 

Consultant  Obstetrician  : A.  MORRIS  JOHNS,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G, 

Public  Analyst  : ERIC  VOELCKER,  A.R.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


During  the  year  Mr.  L.  Chadwick  retired  from  the  post  of 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — a position  which  he  had  filled  with  great 
acceptance  to  the  Council  for  over  forty  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  W.  A.  Sharp — Senior  Assistant  in  the  Department. 


H'ith  the 


IvIEDIOAL  OPFIGEH  0?  HEALTH*  S 
Complime  nts 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipea  Health  Centre, 
HIGH  7YC01.I3E. 
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To  tht  MayoTy  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  Chepping  W ycombe. 
Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I submit  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health 
Services  of  the  Borough. 

Statistics. 

During  1945  there  were  627  live  births,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
16.14  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  comparable  figures 
for  1944  were  776  and  19.37  respectively. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Borough  was  10.24  per  1000,  the  total 
number  of  deaths  being  398. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  31.9  per  1000  live  births. 
Twenty  babies  died  in  the  first  year.  Of  this  total  the  neo-natal 
deaths  numbered  12.  One  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  of  the 
statistics  during  the  past  decade  is  the  low  infantile  mortality  rate. 
One  death  was  ascribed  to  puerperal  causes  giving  a maternal  mortal- 
ity of  1.5  per  1000  live  and  still  births.  The  corresponding  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  is  1.46. 

During  the  year  21  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  one 
less  than  during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  was  19 
— the  same  as  in  1944.  So  long  as  patients  are  unable  to  have 
separate  sleeping  accommodation  other  members  of  their  family 
are  liable  to  contract  the  disease.  When  houses  are  available  for  all, 
no  doubt  the  yearly  number  of  notifications  will  decrease.  The 
Council  take  a sympathetic  view  of  this  problem  by  the  allocation 
of  extra  points  to  applicants  for  Council  Houses  if  there  is  proof 
that  there  is  an  open  case  of  tuberculosis  in  the  applicant’s  household. 

Infectious  Disease. 

77  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year — of 
these  70  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  Only  two  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurred.  Both  cases  were  mild.  At  31st  December,  1945,  it  was 
estimated  that  54%  of  children  under  five  years  and  80%  of  children 
in  the  5 — 15  years  group  had  been  immunised  against  this  disease. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  dysentry  in  a local 
institution,  the  infection  being  traced  to  the  consumption  of  tuber- 
culin tested  milk.  An  account  of  the  outbreak  was  given  m the 
Monthly  Bulletin  produced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Emer- 
gency Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  To  quote  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  report — “ This  outbreak  may  be  added  to  the  already 
extensive  list  of  milk  born  epidemics  which  should  serve  as  a warning 
against  the  dangers  of  raw  milk,  even  though  the  milk  is  of  T.T. 
quality.” 
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Scabies  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year  and  the  facilities 
for  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment  at  “ The  Mount  ” proved 
most  useful.  104  children  were  admitted  during  the  year  and  400 
children  and  468  adults  were  treated  as  out-patients. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  concerns  every 
member  of  the  community.  The  care  of  mothers  and  children, 
the  prevention  of  infectious  disease,  the  inspection  and  control 
of  food,  the  supervision  of  water  supplies  are  all  its  intimate  con- 
cern, and  all  these  subjects  are  dealt  with  in  the  Report. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
for  the  consideration  they  have  shewn  me  during  the  year.  I am 
also  grateful  to  my  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times 
so  freely  given. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  MUIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Health  Centre, 

High  Wycombe, 

October,  1 946. 


SECTION  I. 


Statistics. 


Area 

7,091  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 

38,850 

Number  of  dwelling-houses 

10,500 

Rateable  value 

£329,557 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 

£1,300 

Rainfall : 

Pann  Mill,  Easton  Street  (O.D.217.7  ft.) 

23.99  Ins. 

Widdenton  Park,  Lane  End  (O.D.665  ft.) 

25.71  ins. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births  ~. 

Legitimate 

569 

288 

281 

Ilhgitimate 

58 

32 

26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Total  Births 

627 

320 

307  —16.14. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

Still  Births 

10 

5 

5 and  still)  births — 15.7. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

Deaths 

. 398 

200 

198  —10.24. 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes.  Deaths,  total  {live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ....  ....  I ] ,57 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  .... 

Death  Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .... 
Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths 
Legitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .... 
No.  of  Illegitimate  infants’ deaths  .... 

Illegitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  (all  cases) 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases)  .... 

Total  Deaths — Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .... 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
Total  Deaths — Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Non-Resplratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 
Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  .... 


20 

31.9 

19 

33.39 

1 

17.24 

59 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

19 

0.49 

16 

0.41 

3 

0.08 

1.21 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1944 


10  Syphilis 

1 1 General  Paralysis 

tabes  dorsalis 


of  the  insane. 


1 — 


1945 


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

2 Measles 

— — 

— 

— 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

— — 

— 

— 

4 Whooping  Cough  .... 

— — 

— 

— 

5 Diphtheria 

1 - 

1 

— 

6 Influenza 

1 1 

1 

1 

7 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 1 

— 

— 

8 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11  8 

8 

8 

9 Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

— — 

2 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

41 

27 

26 

33 

13  Diabetes 

2 

3 

1 

3 

14  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 

25 

30 

14 

22 

15  Heart  Disease 

38 

39 

42 

60 

16  Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

5 

6 

11 

17  Bronchitis  .... 

9 

7 

15 

8 

18  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

9 

9 

8 

19  Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

1 

3 

4 

20  Peptic  Ulcer 

4 

1 

4 

1 

21  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

1 

1 

22  Appendicitis 

2 

1 

2 

1 
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23  Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24  Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

7 

4 

2 

8 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

8 

3 

3 

1 

26  Puerperal  sepsis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27  Other  Peurperal  causes  

— 

3 

— 

1 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malforma- 

tion,  premature  birth 

14 

4 

7 

6 

29  Suicide  

2 

4 

3 

2 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

7 

4 

12 

2 

31  Other  defined  diseases  

16 

16 

36 

16 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  

216 

177 

200 

198 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  High  Wycombe  (per  1,000  Total  Births) 
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SECTION  II. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
Hospitals. 

High  Wycombe  War  Memorial  Hospital,  a general  hospital  of 
101  beds,  is  the  only  general  hospital  in  the  Town,  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Amersham  and  Harefield  Emergency  Hospital  do  a pro- 
portion of  the  medical  and  surgical  work  and  of  course  many  patients 
make  use  of  the  London  hospitals.  The  Municipal  Maternity 
Home,  Shrubbery  Road,  takes  maternity  cases  from  the  Borough 
and  from  the  County.  There  are  sixteen  beds  in  the  home. 

Borough  Fever  patients  are  admitted  to  the  Booker  Isolation 
Hospital — ^a  joint  hospital  serving  Wycombe  Borough  and  Rural 
District  and  the  Marlow  and  Beaconsfleld  Urban  Districts.  There 
are  50  beds  . 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Local  Nursing  Association  who 
employ  Queen’s  Nurses — two  of  whom  ^re  engaged  on  general 
nursing  work  and  three  on  midwifery. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

An  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  local  branch  of  the 
St.  John  Arnbulance  Brigade.  The  ambulance  headquarters  a^e 
at  the  Municipal  Offices.  There  are  4 arpbulances  gnd  one  sitting 
case  car,  and  most  of  the  work  is  done  voluntarily  by  niembers  of 
the  Brigade. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Administered  by  the  Local  Council 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  ....  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  Shrubbery 

Road.  Thursdays,  and  Fridays,  2 — 
4 p.m. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  Shrubbery 

Road,  Tuesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Dyke  Meadow, 

Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays, 
2 — 4 p.m. 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Chapel  Lane, 
Sands.  Tuesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Methodist  Schoolroopi,  West  Wycombe 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 p.rfi. 
St.  Andrew’s  Church  Hall,  Tottendge, 
2nd  and  4th  Thursdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

{b)  Administered  by  Bucks  County  CoutKil. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  ....  49a  Frogmoor.  Fridays,  10.30  a.m.  to 

12  noon  (except  the  first  Friday 
in  each  month). 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  49a  Frogmoor. 

Tuesdays,  2.30 — 3 p.m.  Males. 
Tuesdays,  3 — 4 p.m.  Females. 
Fridays,  5.30 — 6.30  p.m.  Females, 
Fridays,  6.30 — 7.30  p.m.  Males. 
Dr.  Korn  is  in  attendance. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Service  at  Oxford.  Results  on  205  specimens  sent  during 
1945  were  received. 

Issue  of  Anti-Toxin. 

Immunising  reagents  such  as  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  are 
available  free  of  charge  to  private  practitioners  who  wish  to  undertake 
the  immunisation  of  their  patients. 

SECTION  III. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 
Ante-Natal  Services. 

During  1945,  378  mothers  attended  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
which  are  held  at  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home.  Of  this  number, 
1 18  patients  were  booked  by  the  District  Nurses  and  were  confined 
in  their  own  homes.  The  ante-natal  supervision  is  done  by  Dr. 
Morris  Johns,  who  is  Consultant  to  the  Municipal  Maternity  and 
“ The  Grange  ” Maternity  Homes,  and  to  “ Wymers  ” Ante-Natal 
Hostel. 

Midwives. 

The  County  Council  is  the  local  Supervising  Authority. 

Three  full-time  midwives  are  employed  by  the  Local  District 
Nursing  Association,  plus  two  Nurses  who  do  general  nursing, 
but  who  act  as  relief  midwives  when  necessary. 

Home  Helps. 

Until  December,  1945,  one  part-time  home  help  was  employed 
by  the  Council.  In  December  she  resigned  and  since  then  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  obtain  anyone  in  her  place  in  spite  of 
repeated  advertisements  and  appeals.  During  1945,  six  cases  were 
provided  with  help. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

In  1945,  there  was  1 death  from  puerperal  causes  in  High 
Wycombe.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  maternal 
deaths  in  High  Wycombe  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  last  ten 
years  : — 
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1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

High  Wycombe 

Deaths  from  puerperal 
sepsis 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal 
causes 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Births 
(live  and  still) 

3.7 

1.7 

0.0 

1.9 

1.7 

0.0 

1.5 

0.0 

3.7 

1.5 

England  and  Wales. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Births 
(live  and  still) 

3.65 

3.11 

2.97 

2.82 

2.16 

2.23 

2.01 

1.84 

1.53 

1 

1.46 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  morfallty  rate  per  1000 
live  births  for  High  Wycombe  and  England  and  Wales  for  the  last 
ten  years  : — 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

England  and  Wales 

59. 

58. 

53. 

50. 

55. 

59. 

49. 

49. 

46. 

46. 

High  Wycombe  

41.1 

25. 

26.5 

40.3 

50.6 

31.5 

35.6 

24.6 

34.7 

31.9 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  are  statistics  for  the  year  1 945,  for  the  Municipal 
Maternity  Home,  Shrubbery  Road,  and  “ The  Grange  ” Emer- 
gency Maternity  Home,  Amersham  Hill. 

Municipal  Maternity  Home 

16 

admitted 


Number  of  maternity  beds 
Number  of  maternity  cases 
during  the  year  .... 

Number  of  cases  delivered  by  : — 
Midwives 

Doctors  

Average  duration  of  stay  of  cases  in  the 

lying-in  wards  

Number  of  cases  m which  medical  assist- 
ance was  sought  by  a midwife  m 

emergency  

Number  of  cases  admitted  after  delivery 
Number  of  infants  wholly  breast  fed  on 
leaving  the  Home 
Number  of  maternal  deaths  . 

Causes  of  Death — 

Post-partum  Eclampsia 
Number  of  Stillbirths 
Causes  of  still-births — 

Prematurity 

Ante-parturn  haemorrhage 
Maternal  toxaemia  .... 

Cause  unknown 

Number  of  infant  deaths  within  1 0 days 
of  birth 


307 

232 

75 

1 1 .8  days 


32 

2 

246 

1 

1 

4 


The  Grange 

14 


179 

178 


13  dayi 


36 

4 

165 
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The  Nursing  Staff  at  the  Maternity  Home  consists  of  a Matron, 
Assistant  Matron,  two  sisters,  two  Staff  rnidwives,  arid  three  Assist- 
ant Nurses.  There  are  nine  persons  on  the  domestic  staff  ; this 
figure  includes  one  cook  and  one  handyman  four  of  the  remainder 
are  not  full-time  workers.  Two  medical  students  from  St-.  Mary  s 
Hospital  are  resident  at  the  home  to  do  their  practical  midwifery 
they  stay  a month. 

Two  ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Maternity  Home  every 
week.  Dr.  Morris  Johns  being  in  attendance. 

Of  the  307  births  which  occurred  m the  Maternity  Home  during 
1945,  21 1 were  to  Borough  residents,  82  were  to  County  residents, 
and  14  were  to  patients  admitted  through  the  Government  Evacua- 
tion Scheme. 

The  Nursing  Staff  at  “ The  Grange  ” consists  of  a Matron 
two  midwives  and  one  Assistant  Nurse.  The  domestic  staff  consists 
of  a cook  and  two  daily  domestics.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in 
obtaining  a full  complement  of  staff. 

In  addition  to  the  above  Maternity  Homes,  “ Wymers  ” Ante- 
Natal  Hostel,  Handy  Gross-,  is  run  by  the  Borough  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health;  The  Staff  at  “ Wymers  ” consists  of  a Matron, 
who  is  A S.R.N;,  S.C.M.-,  one  dornestlc  worker  and  one  handyman. 

The  following  are  a fe\y  statistics  Iri  respect  of  the  Hostel  for 


the  year  1945 

Number  of  beds  in  the  Hostel  ....  ....  ....  21 

Number  of  cases  admitted  to  Wymers  during  1945  197 

Number  of  cases  in  Wymers  31st  December,  1944  22 

Number  of  cases  transferred  from  Wymers  to  “ The 

Grange,  ” or  Municipal  Maternity  Home  192 

Number  of  cases  discharged  to  own  homes  at  own 

request  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Number  in  hostel  on  31st  December  1945  ....  15 


Besides  the  Homes  given  above,  there  are  three  Nursing  and./or 
Maternity  Homes  in  the  Borough. 


The  Willows, 

147  West  Wycombe  Road. 
St.  George’s, 

123  London  Road. 

The  Sefton, 

113  Tottendge  Road. 


Registered  to  receive  Maternity 
and  Surgical  cases; 

Registered  to  receive  Medical, 
Minor,  Surgicah  Aged  and  Infirm 
Cases. 

Registered  to  receive  Medical , 
Minor  Surgical,  Maternity,  Acute 
Surgical,  Aged  and  Infirm  Cases. 


During  1945  64  births  occurred  in  “The  Willows  ’’  Nursing 
Home — 34  to  Borough  residents  30  to  County  residents,  and  87 
births  occurred  at  “ The  Seftoh  ’’  Nursing  Home— 65  to  Borough 
residents,  22  to  County  residents. 
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Post  Natal  and  Gynaecological  Clinics. 

« 

Gynaecological  and  post  natal  cases  are  seen  at  the  ordinary 
ante-natal  clinic.  During  1945  210  patients  were  seen — 142  more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  All  patients  on  discharge  from  the  Matern- 
ity Home  are  given  an  appointment  for  a post  natal  examination 
and  if  this  is  not  kept  another  appointment  is  made.  The  high 
proportion  of  mothers  who  attend  for  post  natal  examination  is  in 
no  small  measure  due  to  the  energy  and  zeal  of  the  Matron  who 
makes  it  her  business  to  see  that  as  many  mothers  as  possible  have 
this  very  necessary  examination. 

In  addition,  a Women’s  Advisory  Clinic  is  held  weekly  by 
Dr.  Marjorie  Edwards  at  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home. 

Child  Welfare  Services. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Twenty  Infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died  during 
1945,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31.9  per  1,000  live  births. 


Total  number  of  neo-natal  deaths  (1-4  weeks)  ....  ....  12 

Total  number  of  infants’  deaths  under  1 year  ....  ....  20 


The  neo-natal  deaths  were*  made  up  as  follows 

Prematurity  

Intracranial  hae'morrhcige  

Atelectasis 

Congenital  hdart  disease  

Foetal  exhaustion  

Haemolytic  ahaemia 


6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


The  deaths  in  the  first  year,  excluding  those  given  above,  were 
due  to 

Broncho-pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  4 

Gastro-enteritis  ....  ....  -.■•  ••••  1 

Bilateral  suprarenal  haemorrhage  ....  1 

Pyelonephritis  1 

Marasmus  ....  ...  ^ 


Still-births. 

During  the  year  there  were  10  still-births. 

Sunlight  Clinic. 

This  clinic  was  held  twice  weekly  during  the  year  at  the  HealtK 
Centre  except  for  a period  of  ten  weeks  during  the  summer  wheti 
it  was  closed.  72  children  under  school  age  made  737  attendances 
for  treatment. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  ihe  Report  of  the  Hon.  Sec- 
retary of  the  High  Wycombe  and  District  Orthopaedic  Clinic  : 


No.  of  Attendances 

Patients  on  Register,  Dec.  31st,  1944  ....  412 
Patients  on  Register,  Dec.  31st,  1945  ...  512 
New  Patients  ....  . ..  ••••  ••••  386 

Discharges  ...  ....  ..  286 

Patients — discharged  cured  ....  153 

Patients — left  off  treatment  ....  . 25 

Patients — no  further  treatment  34 

No  treatment  recommended  ....  51 

Refused  treatment  ....  ....  ....  7 

Left  district  12 

Transferred  ....  ....  ....  ...  2 

Died 2 


During  the  year  fifty-one  clinics  were  held  ; the  attendances 
totalled  2535,  being  an  average  of  49.71  each  clinic. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  1945,  some  591  children,  not  in  school  attendance, 
completed  the  full  course  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Clinics  were  held  at  The  Municipal  Health  Centre,  on  1 uesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  afternoons  m each  week,  at  the  Methodist 
School  Room,  Chapel  Lane,  Sands,  every  Tuesday  afternoon,  at 
the  Methodist  School  Room,  West  Wycombe,  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  afternoons,  and  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church  Room,  Totte- 
rldge,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons  in  each  month.  A 
record  of  work  done  in  1945  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Health 

Centre 

Sands 

West 

Wycombe 

Totteridge 

Total. 

No.  of  sessions 

152 

48 

22 

23 

245 

No.  of  children  who  at- 
tended during  the  year 
and  who,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  : — 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age 

349 

84 

11 

28 

472 

(2)  1 -5  years  of  age  . . . 

733 

160 

51 

31 

975 

No.  of  attendances  by 
children  ; — 

(I)  Under  1 year 

7074 

1694 

214 

376 

9358 

(2)  1-5  years 

3172 

791 

315 

229 

4507 

Total  attendances 

10,246 

2485 

529 

605 

13,865 

Average  attendance  per 

session 

67 

52 

24 

26 

57 

15 


Dental  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  a record  of  the  dental  work  done 
under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


Nursing  and 

Children 

Expectant 

under  school 

Mothers 

age. 

Number 

4 

109 

Total  Attendances 

7 

129 

Permanent  Teeth  extracted 

6 

— 

Permanent  Teeth  filled 

— 

— 

Temporary  Teeth  extracted 

— 

70 

Temporary  Teeth  filled  .... 

— 

240 

Other  operations 

2 

6 

Dentures  supplied — complete 

— 

— 

— partial 

— 

— 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Any  child  under  five  years  of  age  suffering  from  eye  defects 
may  be  referred  to  Dr.  Stallard,  the  School  Eye  Specialist.  During 
1945,  29  children  under  school  age  were  seen  by  him,  13  for  the 
first  time  and  16  for  re-examlnatlons. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

Any  child  under  five  years  of  age  suffering  from  ear,  nose  or 
throat  defects  may  be  referred  to  Dr.  Wells,  the  School  Consultant. 
During  1945,  35  children  under  school  age  were  referred  to  him 
for  consultation. 

Operative  Treatment  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

Five  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  received  operative 
treatment  at  The  School  Clinic  for  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Provision  of  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  etc. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit  Juices  are  distributed  at  Sands,  West 
Wycombe  and  Totterldge  Clinics  under  the  supervision  of  the  local 
Food  Office.  Proprietary  brands  of  different  foods  (Cow  & Gate 
Food,  Ostermllk,  Groats,  Horllcks,  Virol,  Farex)  are  sold  at  all 
the  Clinics.  I.C.D.  Tablets  are  also  available,  both  at  the  Welfare 
Centres  and  at  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

It  Is  estimated  that  the  overall  uptake  of  vitamin  products 
Issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Is  approximately  90%  of  those 
entitled  to  them. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

A register  Is  kept  In  the  Public  Health  Department  as  required 
by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  of  all  persons  resident  In  the  Borough 
who  receive  children  for  reward,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
children  concerned.  On  the  3 1st  December,  1945,  there  were 
seven  foster  children  on  the  register. 
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Home  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors. 

Home  visiting  is  an  essential  pert  of  a Health  Visitor  s duties. 
In  the  course  of  a year  a large  number  of  visits  are  paid  as  can  be 


seen  from  the  following  table  : — 

No.  of  Ante-Natal  Visits  : — 

First  Visits  ....  ....  ■•••  ••••  244 

Subsequent  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ••••  54 

No.  of  Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  : — 

First  visits  ....  ....  ....  ..••  ••••  b48 

Subsequent  Visits  ...  ....  ....  ....  2,923 

No.  of  visits  to  Children  1 -5  years  ....  ....  4,704 


Voluntary  Helpers. 

The  following  ladies  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare 


Clinics  and  their  help 
Health  Centre. 

was  greatly  appreciated  : — 

Miss  Allard 

Mrs.  Harris 

Mrs.  Simpson 

Mrs.  Baxter 

Mrs.  Harriman 

Mrs.  Tilbury 

Mrs.  Beauchamp 

Mrs.  Herbert 

Mrs.  Toms 

Mrs.  Bexon 

Mrs.  Janes 

Mrs.  Wade 

Miss  Birch 

Mrs.  Moss 

Mrs.  Ward 

Mrs.  Fitch 

Mrs.  Grace 

Miss  Nicholson 
Mrs.  Simmonds 

Mrs.  Williams 

West  Wycombe. 

Mrs.  Bird 

Mrs.  Phillips 

Mrs.  Watson 

Mrs.  Elliott 

Mrs.  Spriggs 

Mrs.  West 

Sands. 

Mrs.  Davis 

Mrs.  Line 

Mrs.  Newell 

Mrs.  Ensor 

Totteridge. 

Mrs.  Lovegrove 

Mrs.  Walters 

Mrs.  Harris 

Mrs.  West 

Mrs.  Holng 

Mrs.  Puddlphatt 

Mrs.  R.  Janes  who 

acted  as  a Voluntary  Helper  at  the  Welfare 

Centre  ever  since  its  inception  resigned  during  the  year.  Her 
services  were  much  appreciated  by  all  the  mothers  and  by  the  Nurses 
who  have  been  from  time  to  time  associated  with  the  Clinic. 

SECTION  IV. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  gives  the  number  of  cases 
during  the  year. 

The  only  exceptional  occurrence  was  an  outbreak  of  dysentry 
ip  a local  institution  where  upwards  of  80  persons  were  stricken 
with  the  disease.  In  investigating  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  the 
help  of  the  Emergency  Laboratory  Service  at  Oxford  was  sought, 
and  readily  given,  and  the  Infection  was  traced  to  milk,  which  inci- 
dentally was  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  was 
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due  to  the  contamination  of  the  milk  hy  a young  lad  at  the  Dairy 
Farm  whose  job  it  was  to  strip  the  cows  after  they  had  been 
milked  by  machine.  The  causal  organism  was  found  in  his  stools, 
evidently  he  had  had  a mild  attack  of  the  disease  some  days  previously. 
It  is  fortunate  that  the  disease  proved  to  be  mild  and  there  were  no 
untoward  results,  but  if  the  infection  had  been,  say,  typhoid  fever, 
the  result  would  have  been  calamitous.  This  outbreak  emphasises 
the  need  for  heat  treatment  of  all  milk,  including  Tuberculin  Tested. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  antigen  used  was  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid.  The  first 
dose  was  0.2  c.c.  and  the  second  0.5  c.c.  was  given  a month  later. 

During  1945,  1,189  children  (591  under  school  age  and  598  of 
school  age)  completed  the  course  of  immunisation. 

(c)  Scabies. 

104  children  received  in-patient  treatment  at  “The  Mount” 
during  1945  for  scabies,  and  400  children  and  468  adults  received 
out-patient  treatment  for  scabies  either  at  “ The  Mount  ” or  at 
the  Cleansing  Station.  This  includes  cases  from  the  areas  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District,  and  Marlow  Urban  District,  and  the 
other  surrounding  districts. 

(d)  Isolation  Hospital. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  needing  hospital  treatment  are 
sent  to  the  Booker  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  run  by  the  Wycombe 
and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  and  discharged  from  the 
Isolation  Hospital  from  the  Borough  during  1945  is  set  out  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Disease. 

Remaining 

3 1 st  Dec. 
1944 

Admitted 

during 

1945 

Discharged 

during 

1945 

Died 

during 

1945 

Remaining 

3 1 st  Dec. 
1945 

Scarlet  Fever 

. 11 

70 

77 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

2 cases  6 

— 

— 

— 

4 carriers 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

3 

3 

— . 

— 

German  Measles  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ringworm 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Septic  Abortion  . 
Infants  admitted 

1 

1 

with  mothers 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Laryngitis 

— 

1 

1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  TABLE  FOR  1945. 
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SECTION  V. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  tuberculosis  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
A Clinic  is  held  weekly  on  Friday  mornings  (except  the  first  Friday 
in  the  month)  at  the  County  Clinic  at  Frogmoor. 

The  following  table  gives  at  a glance  the  position  regarding 
tuberculosis  in  High  Wycombe  in  1945  : — 


Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F.  T otal 

Totals. 

No.  on  Register  on  1st 
January,  1 945 

66 

59 

125 

31 

33 

64 

189 

No.  first  notified  during 

1945  

8 

7 

15 

3 

3 

6 

21 

No.  of  cases  entered  in 
Register  other  than  by 
notification 

7 

6 

13 

2 

2 

15 

No.  removed  from  Reg- 
ister during  1945  : — 
(a)  Died 

8 

8 

16 

2 

1 

3 

19 

(b)  Removed  from 
district  ... 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  De-notified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  remaining  on  Reg- 
ister, 31/12/45  

73 

62 

135 

34 

35 

69 

204 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  notified 
during  1945  are  given  m detail  in  the  following  table  : — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Period 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  1 

1 c 

1 

1 

1 D... 

5-10 

1 

1 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

_ 



— 

— 

25-35 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35-^5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

45-55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

55-65 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

8 

7 

3 

3 

8 

8 

2 

1 

SECTION  VI. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

During  1945  SIX  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 
An  agreement  is  in  force  with  the  Oxford  Eye  Hospital  whereby 
they  will  take  any  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  needing  hospital 
treatment,  providing  they  have  accommodation. 
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SECTION  vn. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Municipal  Offices, 

High  Wycombe. 

February,  1 946. 

TO  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR.  ALDERMEN 

AND 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
CHEPPING  WYCOMBE. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945,  and  in  doing  so,  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  consideration  I have  received  at  your  hands  during  the  year. 
The  Report  records  the  type  of  work  done  and  the  action  taken 
during  a very  difficult  and  trying  period.  The  results  as  shown, 
do  not  fully  demonstrate  the  work  that  has  been  done  during  ever 
changing  circumstances,  and  what  work  has  been  carried  out,  has 
been  principally  concerned  with  the  present  and  not  the  future. 

The  administration  of  ever  changing  legislation  coupled  with 
the  lack  of  qualified  and  clerical  staff  has  proved  a handicap  in  carrying 
out  routine  work.  It  is  therefore  with  pleasure  that  one  looks 
forward  to  the  return  of  those  members  of  the  staff  in  the  forces 
and  elsewhere. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  staff  for  their  loyalty  and 
enthusiasm  in  carrying  out  the  manifold  duties  of  the  Department. 
I also  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  officials,  who  have  so 
Willingly  given  their  help  and  advice  when  necessary. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  SHARP, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  paid 
Re-visits 

Disinfection  of  Rooms. 

Infectious  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Non-Notifiable  Diseases 


88 

12 


47 

8 

8 


Disinfection — Bedding. 

Private  Houses  .... 

Other  articles  removed  on  request  and  for  which  payment 
was  made  : — 


1,228 


Civil  Defence  Posts 

...  382 

Camps 

...  247 

Evacuation  Departments  .... 

...  513 

Neighbouring  Authorities  .... 

.... 

...  1,142 

Disinfestation. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug. 

Houses 

Rooms 

Re~visits 

Private  Houses  .... 

19 

68 

6 

Council  Houses  .... 

21 

59 

7 

Verminous  Conditions. 

It  is  still  very  necessary  for  close  supervision  of  housing 
accommodation  for  the  location  of  vermin.  It  has  been  said  that 
good  housekeeping  will  keep  the  bed  bug  away  but  owing  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  a large  majority  of  persons  have  to 
exist  it  IS  almost  impossible  for  the  most  cleanly  person  to  carry  out 
good  house- keeping.  Where  evidence  of  infestation  is  found 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  dis- 
infestation in  the  following  manner  : 

The  bedding  is  treated  at  the  Steam  Disinfector  and  the  premises 
sprayed  with  Zaldecide  or  sealed  and  fumigated  with  Cimex  Blocks 
according  to  circumstances.  The  premises  are  then  re-inspected  at 
a later  date  in  order  to  see  whether  the  treatment  has  been  effective. 

A great  amount  of  publicity  has  been  given  to  the  use  of  D.D.T. 
in  the  destruction  of  vermin  and  every  endeavour  has  been  made  in 
order  to  get  authentic  information  with  regard  to  its  suitability  for 
house  disinfestation.  There  are  several  proprietary  preparations 
containing  D.D.T.  in  varying  amounts  on  the  market,  but  it  has 
not  been  thought  advisable  to  use  these  until  some  official  information 
is  available  as  to  the  best  proportions  of  D.D.T.  and  its  methods  of 
use. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  for  the  whole  area  served  was  satisfactory 
both  in  respect  of  quality  and  quantity. 

Twenty-six  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  from  various 
supply  points  within  the  Borough.  These  were  subjected  to  both 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  and  all  proved  satis- 
factory and  consistent. 

There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvency  in  the  water  supplied. 
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The  dwelling  houses  and  population  served  are  as  follows  . 


Direct  from  main  to  house. 

Approximate 

No.  of  Houses 

Population 

Within  the  Borough 

10,192 

38,500 

Outside  the  Borough 

1,333 

4,500 

By  standpipe. 

Within  the  Borough 

16 

60 

Outside  the  Borough 

41 

160 

1 1 ,582 

43,220 

The  Milk  Supply. 

A great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  the 
milk  supply  of  the  Borough,  both  with  regard  to  quality  and  cleanli- 
ness, and  numerous  samples  have  been  obtained  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  analysis. 

The  large  number  of  samples  taken  of  graded  milk  has  been 
due  to  the  periodical  adverse  reports  received  of  samples  submitted 
for  examination,  and  where  these  reports  have  been  received  particular 
attention  is  given  to  that  Dairy  in  order  to  improve  their  supply. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  milk  is  prepared  and  bottled 
at  the  Dairies  is  mostly  carried  out  under  hygienic  conditions  and 
with  equipment  which  is  modern  in  character,  and  the  receipt  of 
adverse  reports  cannot  be  readily  explained.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  the  prolonged  period  of  the  war  during  w'hich  Dairying  machinery 
has  been  overworked,  and  not  been  subject  to  regular  overhaul  may 
be  partly  the  cause,  or  the  use  of  unskilled  and  uninterested  labour. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  obtain  quick  delivery'  of  special 
dairy  equipment,  so  far  without  success,  and  it  is  with  a feeling  of 
frustration  that  one  finds  that  no  special  Department  exists  which 
can  give  Dairymen  some  priority  in  obtaining  machinery  so  vital  to 
the  preparation  and  bottling  of  such  a delicate  commodity  as  milk. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Town  Council  under  the  above  Order, 
during  1945  are  : — 

Pasteurised  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Bottling)  ....  ....  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  ....  8 


Most  of  the  milk  now  retailed  within  the  Borough  is  either 
Tuberculin  Tested  ”,  ” Accredited  ” or  “ Heat  Treated.” 


Results  of  Samples  Taken. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 
Tuberculin  Tested 

Pasteurised 


No.  of  Samples 
taken. 

....  I 
....  30 

....  154 


Result. 

I Satisfactory. 

25  Satisfactory. 

5 Unsatisfactory. 
128  Satisfactory. 

26  Unsatisfactory. 


23 


MEAT  AND  FOODS  INSPECTION. 


The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Government 
Controlled  Slaughterhouse  during  1945  was  ; — 


Oxen 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


1,425 

597 

1,443 

4,590 

114 


Total 


8,169 


In  addition  6 pigs  were  slaughtered  privately. 


Weight  of  condemned  meat  and  offal. 

Beef  In  carcase 
Beef  not  In  carcase 
Mutton  In  Carcase 
Mutton  not  In  carcase 
Pork  and  pig  meat 
Offals  .... 


Total 


12,210  lbs. 

5,876 


nil 

128 

390 

11,838 


30,432 


99 


ft 


ft 


Condemnation  Certificates  for  Meat  and  Foods. 

281  condemnation  certificates  have  been  Issued  In  respect  of 
meat  and  170  In  relation  to  other  foods. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

1425 

597 

1443 

4590 

120 

Number  Inspected  

1442 

597 

1435 

4575 

120 

Non-Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

263 

106 

2 

62 

39 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  

18.0% 

18.1% 

.01% 

1.4% 

35% 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

5 

28 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

162 

103 

1 

I-, 

4 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

n.7% 

21.9% 

.007% 

— 

3.3% 
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Table  Showing  Condemned  Organs  of  Animals. 


Heads 

Tongues 

I 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Livers 

Spleens 

T ripes 

Cauls 

Messenteries 

Intestines  1 

Kidneys 

Udders 

Uteri 

Bones 

Tail 

Totals 

Cattle. 

37 

1127 

Tuberculosis  ... 

101 

239 

223 

53 

51 

80 

44 

42 

37 

37 

37 

37 

36 

36 

37 

Actinomycosis 

14 

15 

- 

29 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

5i 

Abscess 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

29 

1 

1 

46 

Distoma 

Hepaticum  ... 

_ 

__ 

- . 

. 

255 

— 

- 

■ ■ - 

_ 

— 







— 

255 

Cirrhosis 

8 

8 

Dropsy 

2 

2 

I 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

16 

Cavernous 

Angioma 

6 

6 

Echinococus  ... 

3 

3 

Fever  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Inflammations 

2 

2 

Decomposition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Anaemia 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep. 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Abscess  

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

8; 

Cavernous 

Angioma 

6 

6 

Strongilosis  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34  i 

lenuicollis 

10 

10! 

Pigs. 

Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

4 

8, 

Inflammation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

— 

33 

— 

— 

— 



— 

66 1 

Necrosis 

2 

— 

2; 

Swine  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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Totals 

127 

267 

241 

70 

59 

439 

54 

72 

73 

40 

73 

40 

36 

38 

38 
! 

40 

1707 

Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1945  : — 


Tinned  Milk  .... 

461  tins 

Pickles  .... 

....  47  jars 

Tinned  Soup  ..  . 

349  tins 

Oatmeal  .... 

....  7 lbs. 

Tinned  Fish 

341  tins 

Salt 

6 pkts. 

Stewed  Steak  .... 

48  tins 

Eggs 

....  193  doz. 

Preserves 

148  lbs. 

Cocoa 

....  64  lbs. 

Dates 

685  lbs. 

Rusks 

4 boxes 

Tinned  Meat  .. 

287  lbs.  3 ozs. 

Corned  Beef 

....  815|lbs. 

Wet  Fish 

1 70^  stones. 

Dried  Milk 

I tin 

Oranges 

1 1 cases 

Cheese  .... 

....  20ilbs. 
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Prunes  ....  9|  lbs.  Margarine  ....  9ilbs. 

Mincemeat  ....  2 jars  Herring  Butter  1 jar 

Bovrll  1 jar  Figs  7 lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  567  tins  Tinned  Fruit  ....  2 tins 

Butter  2 lbs.  lOozs.  Cereals  ....  10  pkts. 

Paste  ....  ....  22  lbs.  Flaked  Oats  ....  42  lbs. 

Bacon  ....  12  lbs.  Biscuits  9 lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

As  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  a large  amount  of  work  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  taking  of  samples  and  the  administration  of 
the  various  Orders  which  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Act. 

The  number  and  variety  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  is 
determined  by  the  class  of  goods  on  sale  and  the  scarcity  of  articles 
of  reputable  firms  has  created  a demand  for  new  varieties,  substitutes 
and  the  depositing  of  goods  not  as  described.  In  order  to  get  the 
earliest  information  with  regard  to  the  introduction  of  new  classes 
of  goods,  it  is  necessary  that  the  closest  co-operation  should  exist 
between  the  Retailer  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  in  order  that 
samples  can  be  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis.  This  has  not 
always  been  the  case  and  in  some  cases  it  is  not  until  after  the  goods 
have  been  purchased  and  found  to  be  inferior,  or  inquiries  have 
been  made  on  their  own  behalf,  that  the  Authority  is  Informed. 
It  is  only  with  the  closest  co-operation  between  local  traders  and  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  that  goods  which  are  known  to  be 
inferior  by  the  manufacturers  can  be  prevented  from  being  foisted 
on  the  consumer. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  co-operation  does  exist  between 
1 raders  and  the  Department,  also  that  the  closest  co-operation 
exists  between  the  County  Authorities  and  this  Authority  and  that 
during  the  year  much  valuable  information  has  been  passed  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both. 

Where  adverse  reports  have  been  received  every  facility  is 
given  to  the  person  concerned  to  give  an  explanation  and  it  is  only 
after  a thorough  investigation  from  all  sources  that  proceedings 
are  instituted  against  the  responsible  person  or  persons. 


Legal  Proceedings  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 


Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations 

under  which  proceedings  Default  or  O0ence  Result  Fines  Co5/s. 

were  taken. 


Food  & Drugs  Act, 

1 938,  Section  3 

Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Sections  92, 
• 93  and  94. 


Sale  of  cider  First  offenders  £5/3/0 

as  Port  Wine  Act 

Falling  to  Ordered  to  abate 

abate  Nuisance  nuisance  within  14 

days. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  samples  were 
with  the  results  shown  : — 

Food  Samples. 

Article  Formal 

All  Bran  I 

Baking  Powder 1 

Banana  Flavour  1 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  I 

Currants  ...  •••  I 

Curry  Powder 1 

Cocktail  (Alcoholic)  ...  1 

Cocktail  (Non-alcoholic)  2 

Dates  ...  ...  .••  I 

Dried  Apricots  ...  ...  1 

Frutone 1 

Golden  Raising  Flour  ...  1 

Jam  (Pineapple)  ...  2 

Lard  1 

Malted  Milk  Tablets  ...  1 

Margarine  (Special)  ...  3 

Milk  89 


Mushroom  Ketchup  ...  1 

Pat-a-fish  ...  ...  1 

Pepper  ...  1 

Pineapple  Essence  ...  1 

Pudding  Mixture 
Sage  and  Onion  Stufling  1 
Sausages  (Beef)  ...  ...  1 

Sausages  (Pork)  ...  7 

Sausage  Meat  ...  ...  2 

Savouree  ...  ...  1 

Vinegar  (Malt)  ...  ...  2 

Vinegar  (non-Brewed)  ...  1 

Wines  ...  ...  ...  2 


submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 


Informal  Result 

1  Genuine 


Total 


2  Not  Genuine  2 

1 Genuine  I 


1 ,,  1 

3 „ 3 

7n 

18  > Not  Genuine  91 

2 2j 

1 Genuine  1 


3 

1 


3 

1 

2 

7 

2 


I 

- 

1 J Not  Genuine 

1 Genuine 

2 Not  Genuine 


1 

2 

1 

2 


Drug  Samples. 

Aspirins  ... 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Boracic  Ointment 
Boracic  Powder  ... 
Calomine  Lotion 
Carotone 

Cod  Liver  Oil  in 
Chocolate  . . . 
Cocktail  Tonic 
Glycerine 
Influenza  and  Cold 
Mixture 

Nadola  Capsules 
Nervinta 

N.R.G 

Pura-derm 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen 
Vironita  ... 

Zinc  Ointment  ... 


4 


3 Genuine 
1 Not  Genuine 
1 Genuine 
* » > 

• >> 

• ♦♦ 

• » * 


} 


4 


Not  Genuine 
Genuine 


150  6 


156 


Total  Samples 


129  Genuine 
27  Not  Genuine 
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Factories  Act,  1937.  Section  6. 

The  supervision  of  factories  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  is 
maintained  by  the  regular  Inspection  of  all  premises  where  work  is 
carried  out,  and  where  defects  have  been  found  the  occupier  is 
immediately  notified.  During  the  past  year  all  defects  have  been 
remedied  without  the  need  for  further  action. 

Section  34. 

The  administration  of  this  section  which  provides  for  the 
adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  being  provided  from  all 
factories  employing  20  persons  or  over,  is  carried  out  by  your 
officers,  but  owing  to  the  change  over  from  wartime  conditions 
to  peace  time  production,  and  change  of  occupiers.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  re-Inspect  and  authorise  new  certificates  in  a large  number  of 
cases. 

The  number  and  types  of  premises  are  as  follows  : — 


Furniture  and  Chairs  ....  ....  ....  78 

Other  Woodworking  ....  ....  ....  48 

Engineering  including  Radio  ....  ....  51 

Textiles  ....  ....  ....  ...  19 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Food  Production  ....  ....  ....  8 

Filling  Materials  ....  ....  ....  4 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  . ..  ...  50 


Total  274 


Number  of  Inspections  ....  ...  ....  462 

Complaints  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  36 
No.  of  applications  for  fire  certificates  received  ....  7 

No.  of  fire  certificates  issued  ....  ....  ....  7 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  work  of  carrying  out  the  above  Act  which  is  supplemented 
by  the  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  has  been  carried  out 
on  a part  time  basis  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Staff,  and  who 
attended  a Ministry  of  Food  Course  before  commencing  the  work 
of  Rodent  Destruction.  During  this  period  only  complaints  and 
infestations  which  were  notified  were  dealt  with.  It  is  now  possible 
to  deal  with  the  work  on  a systematic  basis  owing  fo  the  return  from 
the  Forces  of  another  member  of  the  Staff,  thus  allowing  the  carrying 
out  of  the  work  full  time.  The  results  so  far  obtained  have  been 
satisfactory  and  appreciation  has  been  expressed  by  those  for  whom 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  at  their  expense. 
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The  estimated  number  of  Rats  killed  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
is  at  least  350. 

The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  : 


Complaints  ....  ....  . 06 

No.  of  Business  Premises  ....  2 

No.  of  Houses  ....  ....  61 

No.  of  Factories  ....  ..■•  1 

No.  of  Schools  ....  ....  2 


Letters  sent  out  with  respect  to  : — 


Factories  .... 

80 

Bakehouses 

1 

Slaughterhouses  .... 

2 

Meat  and  Food  * .... 

104 

Water 

59 

Permits  for  materials  

35 

General  Letters 

335 

Renewal  of  Slaughtermen’s  Licences  .... 

9 

Infectious  Diseases 

75 

Rats  and  Mice 

26 

Milk  and  Dairies  

155 

Rag  Flock 

5 

Overcrowding  

20 

Letters  and  intimation  Notices  .... 

176 

Total 

1,082 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Inspections  made  during  the 
year  : — 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

....  261 

Verminous  Premises  .... 

36 

Water  Samples 

26 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

4 

Schools  .... 

....  33 

Entertainment  Houses 

2 

Accumulations  ....  

....  24 

Animals  and  Birds  

1 

Stable  Premises  and  Piggeries 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

Drainage  Inspected 

....  164 

Cowsheds 

9 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 

....  230 

Markets 

....  179 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  .... 

....  960 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

18 

General  Food  Premises 

....  239 

Meat  and  Food  Seizures 

4 
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Stall  and  Hawkers’  Carts 

643 

Shops  Act 

1 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

1 

Fish  Shops 

113 

Grocers 

7 

Greengrocers  

4 

Food  Premises 

128 

Factories 

411 

Bakehouses — Factory  .... 

51 

Infectious  Diseases  

176 

Overcrowding 

9 

Smoke  Abatement 

2 

Rats  and  Mice  .... 

156 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .... 

274 

Interviews 

492 

Butchers’  Shops  

85 

I 
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FREER  AND  HAYTER 
PRINTERS 

HIGH  WYCOMBE 


